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From Global Strategy to National Action:
Workshop for Health Service Managers in 
Charge of Leprosy Control Programmes

Session 4 Part 6
Treatment

Topic: Leprosy: Other Complications
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Corneal anaesthesia

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the slide series about leprosy reactions we have seen how weakness of eye muscles can result in an inability to close the eyes (lagophthalmus) and we also saw iridocyclitis.
In this slide an additional complications can be seen: corneal anaesthesia, due to invasion of the cornea by M.Leprae. The woman seen in this slide can close her eyes, but cannot feel the touch of cottonwool on her cornea. This can easily develop into a corneal ulcer which can be demonstrates with a drop of fluorescine, as seen in the photo on the right (bottom)
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Nose collaps

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nowadays a collapse of the nose is not a common complication of leprosy. It is due to invasion of the nasal bone by leprosy bacilli.
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Gynaecomastia

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a man with gynaecomastia. This is caused by testiculair dystrophy as a result of a chronic inflammation of the testes, in ist turn one of the possible symptoms of a Type 2 Reaction.
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Madarosis
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Lucio Phenomenon

“Lucio” leprosy (Central America):
• Diffuse form of MB leprosy

(“lepra bonita”)
• Madarosis
• Oedema
• Sensory loss

In reaction it can give an allergic 
vasculitis with ulceration
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Cracks in the feet lead to ulcers!!

Soak and apply oil 
daily to keep skin soft
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Bone absorption

Mostly in MB cases, in late stages and in 
late presentations
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All complications

Referral to a specialist unit where there is 
appropriate monitoring and treatment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Again, important is to acknowledge that the peripheral health system cannot, in most instances, deal with such complications of leprosy. The patient must be referred to the level of the health system that can deal with it.
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THANK YOU
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