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Criteria Relapse Reaction
Time since RFT > 3years =< 3 years
Progression signs and Slow Fast
symptoms
Site of skin lesions Also in new Over old
places patches
Pain, tenderness or No Skin &
swelling nerves
Damage Occurs slowly | Sudden
onset

General condition

Not affected

Inflammation



Presenter
Presentation Notes
(give this as a handout and/or refer to page §5.9 of the Operational Guidelines (p.28))

About 25% of all reactions occur after the completion of MDT, and therefore patients should be encouraged to comeng back if any problems arise.

Sometimes leprosy itself will relapse, due to dormant bacilli that reactivate or insufficient treatment. It is advisable to continue MDT for 24-26 moths if many bacilli were demonstrated in Slit Skin Smears (Bateriological Index 3+ or higher).

Under field conditions, it has proven difficult to distinguish between reactions and relapses, they can also come together. In this overview the main differentiation criteria are given. As opposed to reactions, relapses tend to occur later, progress slowly, express in new skin patches that are not swollen, there is no immediate damage and the general condition is not affected.

(click) In any case, it should be the referral level to make the distinction and to come into action.
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